SUMMARY Relatives of 12 probands who had severe dementia associated with Parkinson's disease were studied. A high risk for Parkinson's disease was found among relatives but only one instance of dementia. The high risk to relatives and the dementia of the probands appeared to be related to the overall severity of the Parkinsonian illness.
Parkinson's disease appears clustered in some families which suggests that genetic factors are important in aetiology.'5 Although this conclusion may be questioned because an ongoing twin study has so far discovered no concordant pairs, the other evidence favoring some aetiological involvement of genetic factors is substantial. This report describes a family study of a subset of Parkinson's disease, selected because the probands had severe dementia and Parkinson's disease. While some degree of intellectual impairment is common in Parkinson's disease, the dementia of the probands in this study dominated their clinical course. Study of the probands and their families produced data that may help begin to unravel the relationship among Parkinson's disease, dementia, and genetics.
Methods
The probands came from a series of 2204 
